A    SOLDIER    IN    FRANCE
and I saw that it was Edward Prince of Wales; and through
the afternoon, when I glanced at him now and again as he
studied his map and gazed across the fields, I thought of another
Edward Prince of Wales, who, six centuries ago, stood on
another field of France."
The Prince's service was scattered over many areas. In
January of 1915 he was A.D.C. to Sir John French at St. Omer,
and in February and March he was attached to the Second
Division, under General Home, at Bethune. In April and
May he went to the First Corps and, after brief leave in
England, he returned to the Guards Division.
In April of 1915 the Prince crossed to England for a few
days, with a despatch from Lord French to Lord Kitchener.
"I am sending another despatch by the Prince of Wales/' wrote
Lord French. "May I appear at your breakfast-table at 8.30
a.m. on Wednesday, the i4th? I can get over late on Tuesday.
I am telling the Prince of Wales to tell the King I can go to
see him on Wednesday if he wishes to see me, but I have asked
him to tell no one that I am coming, and I am sure you will
also keep my secret. I don't want the P.M. or Winston or
anyone but you and the King to know I am in London. I will
bring maps and copious notes and tell you everything, but I
don't want to have anything in writing. I am in strong hopes
of a great advance. I hope you agree in all this. A wire in
answer will do; put 'Yes' or *No.' "
On the evening of his arrival in London with the despatch,
the Prince dined with Lord Kitchener at St. James's Palace.
Next day, Kitchener told his secretary that he had noticed
"the increased poise and self-confidence" in his guest. He said
he was pleased, because he had been the means of giving the
Prince this, the first big adventure in his life.
From St. James's Palace the Prince went to Windsor to see
the King: a few days later he returned to the Front.
Although the Prince enjoyed the society of the generals
during his service abroad, his youthfulness and his love of
pleasure often guided him away into the less grand company
of junior officers and men. He showed traces of his grand-
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